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We have published an article regarding the war between Iran and the United States, 
providing a detailed analysis of why and how Iran emerged as the victor. This is our 
second article following the recent ceasefire, offering deeper insight into the outcome and 
strategic developments of the conflict. 

On April 8, 2026, guns fell silent between the United States and Iran after five weeks of 
some of the most intense warfare the modern Middle East has ever seen. President 
Trump called it a "total and complete victory." Tehran celebrated in the streets. Both 
sides claimed they had won. And in the space between those two claims lies one of the 
most important lessons in recent geopolitical history, a lesson that every Muslim who 
cares about the future of this Ummah must sit with carefully. 

A War Long in the Making 

The 2026 conflict was not born overnight. It was the product of decades of accumulated 
pressure. The final collapse of the nuclear agreement frameworks in 2025, and the 
return of Washington's "Maximum Pressure" policy, set the stage for open war. The 
American administration sought through military force what years of sanctions had 
failed to achieve: the full removal of Iran's nuclear capacity and the cutting of its 
regional alliances. 
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The Destruction That Did Not Win the War 

The opening campaign, named "Operation Epic Fury," was built on a logic of 
overwhelming force. Nearly 900 joint US-Israeli strikes in the first twelve hours were 
intended to collapse Iranian decision-making instantly. Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei 
was killed. By the third week, American officials claimed to have destroyed 90% of Iran's 
weapons factories, most of its conventional navy, and 80% of its air defense systems. 

On paper, these are devastating numbers. Yet a fundamental error was embedded in the 
logic of the operation from the start; the assumption that destroying an institution is 
the same as defeating an idea, and that killing a leader ends a political movement. 

Within days of Khamenei's death, Mojtaba Khamenei was appointed as his successor. 
The Iranian state did not collapse. It adapted, shifted to asymmetric methods, and 
prepared to fight on different ground. 

The Strait of Hormuz: Where Geography Became 
Strategy 

The real turning point had nothing to do with aircraft or warships. It came when Iran 
effectively closed the Strait of Hormuz, the narrow waterway through which roughly 
one-fifth of the world's oil supply passes every day. 

This single act transformed the conflict. What had been a regional military campaign 
became a global economic crisis. Oil prices surged. Markets fell. Countries that had 
nothing to do with the war found themselves paying its price at the fuel pump and the 
energy bill. 

Iran could not stop American bombers in the sky. But it did not need to. By holding the 
Strait through mines, drones, and shore-based missiles, Tehran was speaking in a 
language that Washington's allies and the global economy could not ignore. The US 
destroyed Iran's conventional navy yet could not reopen the waterway. Asymmetric 
leverage, strategic ingenuity in the face of superior conventional force had prevailed. 

Pakistan, China, and the Architecture of the Accord 

The transition from bombardment to ceasefire was not achieved through American 
dominance. It was brokered by Pakistan, a Muslim-majority nation with shared borders 
and deep civilizational ties to Iran and underwritten by China as a quiet but decisive 
guarantor. 
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Pakistan's Army Chief Asim Munir served as the primary human bridge between 
Washington and Tehran. China used its UN Security Council veto to block any 
resolution authorizing military force to reopen the Strait, giving Tehran the confidence 
to reject American maximalist demands. Wang Yi conducted 26 phone calls to regional 
actors, building what sources described as a consensus for peace rooted in Iranian 
sovereignty. 

What Iran Actually Secured 

The original American negotiating position, a 15-point plan, read as a document 
demanding unconditional surrender: dismantle all nuclear infrastructure, hand over 
enriched uranium, relinquish the Strait, and sever all regional alliances. 

Iran rejected these terms entirely. 

What became the Islamabad Accord was Iran's own 10-point framework. Iran secured a 
formal commitment against further US strikes without any change of government. The 
Strait of Hormuz remained under Iranian management. Enrichment rights were 
explicitly recognized in the Farsi version of the agreement. The framework set the stage 
for the lifting of all US sanctions and the termination of all UN and IAEA resolutions 
against Iran. War reparations were included. A proposed $2 million per vessel transit fee 
would effectively make the global shipping industry fund Iranian reconstruction. US 
combat forces were called to withdraw from the region. Iran's allies in Lebanon were 
protected from further strikes. 

When Trump described the 10-point plan as a "workable basis on which to negotiate," he 
was setting aside the core demands of his own 15-point plan. Iran retained its nuclear 
breakout capability while receiving the promise of full sanctions relief. Israel's security 
establishment reportedly experienced what sources described as "sleepless nights" over 
these terms. That anxiety is itself the clearest evidence of who gained and who 
conceded. 

One Nation. Now Imagine the Ummah. 

Here is where we must pause and think seriously. 

Iran is one country. Alone: sanctioned for decades. Its conventional military is 
significantly weaker than that of the United States by almost every measurable 
standard. It lost its Supreme Leader in the opening days of the war. It lost most of its 
navy. It lost most of its air defenses. And yet, through geography, patience, and strategic 
clarity, it compelled the world's most powerful military to accept its terms at the 
negotiating table. 
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One Muslim country. Not the wealthiest. Not the most technologically advanced. Not 
backed by a military superpower. And it brought America to a negotiated exit from its 
own maximalist war aims. 

Now pause and ask yourself sincerely: what would a khilafah look like? 

An Ummah that speaks with one voice on the Strait of Hormuz and on the straits of 
Gaza. An Ummah that pools its oil wealth, its geographic position, its demographic size, 
1.8 billion souls, and its moral clarity into a single coordinated will. An Ummah that says, 
as the Quran says it should: "And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and do not 
be divided." (Surah Al-Imran, 3:103) 

What Iran did alone with one choke point, the Ummah could do a million times more. 

The Nation-State Has Failed Palestine. This Is Our 
Evidence. 

And this brings us to Palestine, the wound that never closes, the test that every 
generation of Muslims has faced and which our generation faces now. 

For decades, Muslim nation-states have promised Palestine their support. Arab League 
summits have issued resolutions. Leaders have made speeches. Flags have been waved. 
Yet Gaza has burned. Children have been buried under rubble while the diplomats were 
still talking. 

The nation-state, by its very design, places the national interest above the interest of 
the Ummah. A Muslim head of state calculates trade relationships, military treaties, and 
domestic politics before he calculates his obligation to his brothers and sisters in faith. 
This is a structural reality of the Westphalian nation-state system, a system that was 
never designed with Muslim brotherhood in mind and was deliberately imposed to 
fragment it. 

The 2026 US-Iran war gives us our daleel for this argument. Iran acted, not as a 
disinterested advocate for Palestine, but as a sovereign state protecting its own survival. 
Pakistan mediated because it was facing its own energy crisis. China supported Iran 
because of its own economic interests. Every actor in this drama acted through the lens 
of national interest. 

And Palestine waited. 

This is not a criticism of Iran or Pakistan alone. It is a diagnosis of the entire system. As 
long as Muslims are organized into competing nation-states with competing interests, 
the liberation of Palestine will remain hostage to the calculations of individual 

 

This article was published on https://hayatimanvecihad8.wordpress.com/  
and   https://cdfnews7.wordpress.com/ 

Page 4 

 

https://hayatimanvecihad8.wordpress.com/
https://cdfnews7.wordpress.com/


 

When the Bombed Wins the War Talha Ibn Yusuf Al Hanafi 
 

governments. One country will normalize relations for economic access. Another will 
stay silent to protect a military alliance. A third will speak loudly but do nothing. The 
nation-state, as a vehicle for Muslim solidarity, has proven itself structurally inadequate. 

The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, described the Ummah in a way that leaves 
no room for the logic of borders: "The believers in their mutual kindness, compassion, 
and sympathy are just like one body. When one of the limbs suffers, the whole body 
responds to it with wakefulness and fever." 

Gaza is a limb that has been amputated slowly, in public, for decades. The body has not 
responded as one. The reason is that the body is divided into nation-states that each 
have their own immune system, their own interests, their own calculations. This is the 
crisis. And the 2026 war, far from resolving it, has made it clearer than ever. 

The Ummah Allah Promised Us Is Not This 

What we are living in today: fragmented, reactive, unable to protect our own, is not the 
Ummah as Allah described it and as the Prophet, peace be upon him, shaped it. The 
Quran does not describe Muslims as fifty-seven separate nations with separate flags 
and separate foreign ministries. It describes them as one. 

"You are the best nation produced for mankind. You enjoin what is right and forbid what is 
wrong and believe in Allah." (Surah Al-Imran, 3:110) 

This ayah is a description of a living collective responsibility. The responsibility to enjoin 
good and forbid wrong is not a national project. 

The Prophet, peace be upon him, also said: "The Muslim is the brother of another 
Muslim. He does not oppress him, nor does he hand him over to the enemy." 

Every Muslim government that has normalized relations with those who occupy 
Palestine, or sold oil to those who fund its siege, or stayed silent when bombs fell on its 
mosques has handed a brother to the enemy. Not out of individual malice, but out of the 
structural logic of the nation-state that demands national interest above Ummah 
solidarity. 

And he, peace be upon him, warned us of exactly the vulnerability that comes from 
fragmentation: "The nations are about to call each other and set upon you, just as diners 
set upon food." The companions asked: "Will it be because of our small number that day?" 
He said: "Rather, on that day you will be many, but you will be like the foam on the surface 
of the water. And Allah will remove the fear of you from the hearts of your enemies, and He 
will cast wahn into your hearts." They asked: "What is wahn?" He said: "Love of the world 
and hatred of death." 
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This hadith describes our present moment with painful precision. We are many. We 
have wealth. We have geography. We have oil under our feet and scholars in our midst. 
But we are like foam: surface without substance, size without solidarity. And the reason 
is not external. It is internal. It is the love of this world  over the collective obligation of 
the Ummah. 

The Islamabad Accord as a Sign 

The Islamabad Accord is, among other things, a sign. It shows that Muslim-majority 
nations even alone carry a leverage in this world that is far greater than their 
conventional military power suggests. Iran's geographic position, Pakistan's diplomatic 
weight, the combined credibility of Muslim-majority mediation: these are assets of the 
Ummah that were used, partially and imperfectly, through the vessel of individual 
nation-states. 

Imagine if they were used fully. Imagine if the 57 muslim states spoke with a single voice 
on Palestine. Imagine if Muslim-majority states that currently supply oil to Israel's allies 
said, collectively and clearly: not until the siege ends. Imagine if the $3 trillion in Gulf 
sovereign wealth funds were directed not toward Western financial markets but toward 
the reconstruction of Gaza and the liberation of Al-Quds. 

The tools exist. The leverage exists. What is missing is the will, and the will is missing 
because the nation-state system has replaced Ummah consciousness with national 
consciousness. 

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said: "Whoever does not concern himself with the 
affairs of the Muslims is not one of them." (Tabarani) 

Palestine is an affair of the Muslims. Gaza is an affair of the Muslims. The children under 
the rubble are an affair of the Muslims. The Islamabad Accord has shown us what even 
partial Muslim cooperation can achieve. The full liberation of Palestine will only come 
when that cooperation is total, principled, and grounded not in national interest but in 
the command of Allah. 

Conclusion: The Rope Is Still There 

The 2026 US-Iran war ended not with Iran's surrender but with America's strategic 
retreat from its own war aims. One Muslim-majority nation, alone, sanctioned, and 
heavily bombed, held a chokepoint that bent the global economy until the most 
powerful country on earth accepted terms it had initially rejected. 
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Palestine will not be freed by any single nation-state. Not by Iran alone. Not by Turkey 
alone. Not by any combination of separate sovereignties each calculating its own 
survival. It will be freed when the Ummah remembers what it is, acts as what it is, and 
refuses the fragmentation that colonialism installed and that national interest has 
maintained. 

Allah does not change the condition of a people until they change what is within 
themselves. (Surah Ar-Ra'd, 13:11) The condition within ourselves that must change is the 
acceptance of division as normal, of nation-state interest as supreme, and of Ummah 
solidarity as a sentiment rather than a strategy. 

The rope is still there. We only need to hold it: all of us, together. 

W’Allahu Alam, Allah knows best 

“We used AI to help with research and writing in this article. However, the ideas, 
arguments, and conclusions are our own. We carefully reviewed and edited all content, 
ensuring accuracy and originality. AI was only used as a tool to assist our work, not to 
replace it, and therefore this does not constitute academic dishonesty.” 
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